GATHERING TO WORSHIP
Please take a moment during the Prelude to silence your cell phones and
quietly prepare yourself for worship.

WELCOME

*PRELUDE HYMN “Low in the Grave He Lay” see insert
*CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader: My dear friends, we have known grief.

People: We have known loss.

Leader: We have known the long road, tired and winding,.
People: We have whispered prayers on bended knees.

Leader: We have stared at the sky, empty of stars. But today —
People: today we know hope.

Leader: Today we know life.

People: Today we know the sound of Alleluias.

Leader: Today we know that death does not have the last word.
People: Today we know that nothing can separate us from the
love of God.

Leader: It is Easter. May hope find you. And may you know,
deep in your bones, Today is a new day because he is risen!
All: He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Amen.

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH

*HYMN “Thine is the Glory” Hymnal 238

RECEIVING FORGIVENESS FROM
GOD AND EACH OTHER

*CALL TO CONFESSION

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:

The Gospel of Luke says: “It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna,
Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them
who told the apostles of the resurrection.” But the disciples
did not believe them. Only Peter got up and ran to the tomb.
Forgive us, God, when good news lands in our lap and we
refuse to believe it. Forgive us, God, when grief and fear
crowd out any room in our hearts for hope. Forgive us, God,
when we dismiss the stories of others and minimize the voices

of our neighbors. In a world that swings between grief and
hope, show us how to be like Peter. Show us how to hold onto
hope. Show us how to run toward you. Amen.
*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Leader: Family of Faith, at first, the disciples didn’t believe that
Jesus had risen. They stayed locked in an upper room, shaking
and afraid. Peter was the only exception. Fortunately, Jesus
loves us on our best days and our worst days. God’s grace exists
for us when we are hopeful and when we’re grieving, when
we’re shouting and when we're silent, when we're full of faith
and when we're full of fear. God’s grace exists for us on the best
days, the worst days, and every day in between. Thanks be to
God for this good news!

All: Alleluia! Amen.

HYMN “I Saw the Light” see insert
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

HEARING THE WORD
SPECIAL MUSIC “Morning Has Broken” Chelsea Berry
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION
SCRIPTURE Luke 24:1-12 Pew Bible p.748

Luke 15:17-24 Pew Bible p.740

MESSAGE Pastor Blake Severson
HYMN “In Christ Alone” see insert

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

EASTER PRAYER and THE LORD’S PRAYER

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE (Gluten-free bread is available on
each tray, in a white cup.)



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
GOING INTO THE WORLD

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
OFFERING OURSELVES TO GOD
OFFERTORY

* “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow”
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

*HYMN “Jesus Christ is Risen Today”
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*HYMN “I'll Fly Away”

POSTLUDE

Hymnal 606

Hymnal 232

see insert

*Those who are able please stand

WELCOME to worship - we are glad that you're here! If you are
visiting today and would like to share your contact information, there
are welcome cards in the pew pockets. Please fill one out and place it
in the offering plate. Everyone is invited to stay for coffee, snacks, and

fellowship in the narthex after worship.

%6..:\, LARGE PRINT HYMNALS with a black cover are on the

small bookcase in the rear of the sanctuary.

Children up to Kindergarten age are welcome in the nursery. There
are clipboards with coloring pages in the narthex if your children

wish to stay in the sanctuary.

Eagle River Presbyterian Church
April 20, 2025



I Saw the Light In Christ Alone
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Low in the grave He lay

Praise of the Lord — His Resurrection
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2. Vainly they watch His bed—
Jesus, my Savior!
Vainly they seal the dead—
Jesus my Lord!

3. Death cannot keep his prey—
Jesus, my Savior!
He tore the bars away—
Jesus my Lord!



